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Tod Shriver:

iiini©B^stt(iQr's BaordiRRiii^

by Stephen Kelley

Among the earliest pioneers of flight in the
first part of this century was the young Manchester native, Tod Shriver. While such noted
individuals as Wilbur and Orville Wright, Glenn
Curtiss and Louis Bleriot tend to receive the
most notoriety (and deservedly so) in the history of aviation, a number of lesser known personalities as Shriver significantly contributed
to man's fledgling knowledge of heavier-thanair flight.
Tod Corwin Shriver was born in 1873 in
Manchester, one of ten children belonging to
Daniel and Mary Charles Shriver. Tod represented the fourth generation of his family to
live in Manchester, his great-grandfather moving to the Ohio River village in the 1820s from
Fleming County, Kentucky.
The entire Shriver clan was involved in the
manufacture of tinware, a trade for which young
Tod apparently had no affection. While still in
his pre-teens. Tod began showing an affinity
for adventure. According to family tradition, at
the tender age of twelve be became determined
to personally witness Grover Cleveland's presidential inauguration. In order to finance his
trip to the nation's capital, he constructed a
small wooden box, obtained some brushes and

shoe polish and shined an undetermined number of shoes between Manchester and Washington, D.C. Thus- began a lifetime of travel
and excitement for this young adventurer.
Tod's trip to Washington apparently whetted his appetite for even more travel. One
newspaper account states that, "When in his
early teens he would leave home and take trips
through all parts of the country, and before
(the age of) twenty-one he had been twice
around the world."
In between his many travels when he was
in Manchester, he picked up spending money
by working at The Manchester Signal . Although he started at the bottom of the trade as
a "printer's devil," his diligence and hard work
did not go unnoticed by the Signal's editor,
J.A. Perry, and he eventually rose to foreman
of the pressroom. In later years, while living in
Cincinnati, Shriver utilized his knowledge of
the printing industry and found work at The
Cincinnati Enquirer.
Though he proved skilful as a printer. Tod
Shriver's yearning for adventure kept him on
the move, never spending too much time in
any one location. And, during many of his trips
throughout the States and abroad, his family
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would have no idea of his whereabouts for long
periods of time. One newspaper reporter wrote
that, "On several occasions the family would
not hear of him for years at a time." Shortly
after the declaration of war by the U.S. against
Spain in the Spring of 1898, Tod, ever the adventurer, joined the service hoping to see action against the enemy. He was then living in
Michigan and joined a regiment recruited in
that state. While mobilized at Chattanooga,
"...he unexpectedly met his brother, Byron, who
was a member of an Ohio regiment and the
family was thus enabled to learn of his whereabouts."
For a number of years, Tod, also known as
"Slim," traveled with various circuses and side
shows. Among these was the well known John
Robinson Circus, one of the largest traveling
circuses in the U.S. He later joined the Barnum
and Bailey circus, still seeking to quinch his
thirst for travel and adventure. It is believed
that he was with the Barnum and Bailey menagerie when it began touring Europe in 1897.
Tod eventually joined Buffalo Bill's Wild West
Show which put him in contact with many others, who, like himself, were looking for thrills

and public acclaim.
One of the interesting characters Slim encountered shortly after the Turn of the Century
was Captain Thomas S. Baldwin, a former resident of Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio. This
inventive Army officer had spent much time
studying the feasibility of lighter-than-air flight.
Man-carrying balloons had been developed as
early as 1783 in France, but inventors had been
frustrated for more than a century as they attempted to develop a means for guiding the
balloons in the desired direction of travel. Baldwin had pondered this problem and had read
much on various attempts to steer balloons with
propellers powered with heavy steam engines
and cumbersome internal combustion engines.
Convinced he could build an operable, practical airship, he sought individuals who could
share his dream and enthusiasm; individuals
who were talented in metalworking, mechanics
and engineering. Tod Shriver became one of
those individuals. He was enthusiastic, most
certainly adventurous, and gifted when is came
to mechanics. Baldwin recognized his talents
and employed him as "mechanician."
Yet another individual recruited by Captain

Daniel and Mary Shriver erected this fine home on 6th Street in Manchester in 1879. Here is where young Tod
grew to manhood.
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Francis Ellison of Manchester, a nephew of
Tod Shriver, with his uncle's shoe-shine
box. Young Tod used this box when he
shined shoes from Manchester to Washington, D.C. in January, 1885 to witness
Grover Cleveland's inauguration.
Baldwin was Glenn H. Curtiss, an avid motorcycle racer from Hammondsport, New York. In
his quest to build faster motorcycles, Curtiss
had begun designing and building high-powered yet lightweight gasoline engines, just what
was needed for Baldwin's dirigible.
And so it was that three men who would
eventually receive world recognition in a completely different field of endeavor, sometimes
as partners, sometimes as competitors, were
drawn together constructing America's first
practical dirigible, the California Arrow .
The California Arrow made its public debut
at the 1904 St. Louis World's Fair. And Shriver
was there with Baldwin, basking in the limelight. The following year, Baldwin, Curtiss and
Shriver again worked together to build Dirigible
No. 1 lor the U.S. Army, the first directional
airship built for American military service.
Manned flight in a self-propelled, heavier-

than-air craft was first achieved by Wilbur and
Orville Wright in December, 1903. Although
their amazing accomplishment was basically
ignored at the outset, within a few years the
brothers' inventive engineering techniques
were duplicated in several countries and flying
suddenly became the rage.
Almost overnight a number of daredevils
were flying the skies. The years 1906 through
1908 witnessed the construction and successful flights of "aeroplanes" in France and England as well as the United States. These early
pilots were first known as "birdmen," the first
humans to duplicate the feat of our fine feathered friends.
Among the earliest American birdmen was
none other than Glenn H. Curtiss, who, with
inventor Alexander Graham Bell, formed the
Aerial Experiment Association in October,
1907. Using Bell's money and Curtiss' knowledge, the two men began designing and building aeroplanes in competition with the Wrights.
Remembering Tod Shriver's natural mechanical abilities with the California Arrow, Curtiss
hired him and soon the the Manchester native
rose to "chief mechanician" in the Association.
The third plane built by the Aerial Experiment Association was dubbed the June Bug.
Curtiss was its pilot when, on July 4, 1908, it
was flown at Stony Brook Farm, one of the first
public demonstration flights in the U.S.
In August, 1909, the first international air
meet was held at Reims, France. With the
exception of the Wright Brothers, every aviation pioneer was present to show off their latest "machines" and to compete for prizes.
Curtiss and Shriver were there with a biplane
they had constructed for speed. And with Curtiss behind the wheel, the plane won top honors clocking the fastest speed of just under 48
miles per hour.
It was later written, "When

Daniel R. Shriver
(1841-1894), the
father of Tod
Shriver, was a survivor of the infamous Andersonville Prison during
the Civil War.
- ->«^
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Glenn Curtiss as photographed in
the June Bug.

Curtiss won the first international cup at Reims,
Shriver was regarded as largely instrumental
in his success."
Slim apparently continued to work for Curtiss until at least early 1910. At that time he
was wooed by his former boss, Captain Thomas Baldwin, who had also begun building aeroplanes. Slim had established a name for himself and Baldwin had been heard \o say,
"Shriver is the best mechanician in the business." Therefore, Captain Baldwin made Tod
an offer he could ill afford to refuse, so he left
Curtiss to help design and build Baldwin's "Red
Devil" biplanes.
But even though Shriver had become something of a celebrity in his own right as chief
mechanic for Curtiss and Baldwin, he wanted
something neither of the two men had offered.
He too, wanted to become a birdman. Tod
"Slim" Shriver wanted to fly.
It was sometime in the Summer of 1910
when Slim was approached by millionaire Howard Dietz. Like so many others, Dietz wanted
to get into the flying game and financially back
someone who would actively compete for cash
prizes and honors.
Wanting to start from
scratch, he sought out the best designer and
builder of aeroplanes—Tod Shriver. According
to one newspaper account, when first made
the offer, "...Shriver hesitated. Then the young
millionaire took $5,000 and forced it into the
mechanician's hand. That was a starter and it
won him." ^'
This was what Tod had been seeking ..Here

J*

'V

^r

This photograph of "Slim" Shriver appeared in the
Cincinnati Times Star when he was in Reims, France
with Curtiss at the first international air meet.
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These newspaper headlines help tell the story of Tod Shriver.
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finally, was a deal which gave him a free hand
and an unlimited bank account for building—
and flying—his own plane: the Dietz Biplane.
One newpaper article states that after
spending several weeks building the Dietz-financed aeroplane, "Shriver flew his machine
practically the first time he tried and a few
days later made a 49 minute moonlight flight at
midnight." A reporter who witnessed the nighttime spectacle wrote, "Nothing more spectacular has been seen in aeronautics in America
than Shriver's flight last night. The picture
made by the big...biplane as it flew at a height
of 250 or 300 feet through the moonlit atomosphere was positively uncanny. It looked
as if some monstrous prehistoric bird were revisiting the earth."
Shriver's moonlight flight was truly noteworthy since night flying was almost untried at
that time. It was performed by Slim at the
request of a committee from the newly organized United States Aeronautical Reserve, and
set a new nighttime flying record. In an interview following that unusual flight Shriver
stated, "I am now thoroughly convinced of the
practicability of aeroplanes for night scouring
and that they are essential to any modern government equipment. No searchlight could possibly have followed me tonight and every large
object under me was plainly visible."
Shortly after his record-breaking night
flight, Shriver performed his first public exhibition flight at Wilmington, Delaware. This proved
to be a portent of his aviation career when,
after flying over the warship Wilmington, his
plane crashed, leaving the birdman with a broken ankle. Undaunted, Slim repaired the aircraft, now known as the Shriver-Dietz Biplane,
and only a few weeks later set a new altitude
record at Mineola, New York, outflying Claude
Grahame-White, the record-setting English

aviator. Shriver's flight was described as the,
"most spectacular ever seen on Long Island
Field."
It was also about this time that Slim became the first airman to fly over the Allegheny
Mountains. He later said that this was the feat
of which he was most proud.
And, despite his broken ankle, in late October of 1910, Tod attended an international air
meet at Belmont Park, New York.
Unfortunately, during his first time aloft, a gust of wind
struck his aeroplane causing him to lose control and plummet to the ground. One newspaper reporter wrote, "Shriver was buried beneath
the wreckage and... it looked as though he was
killed. He rose, however, cut on the nose,
cheek and eyelid. He suffered no serious injuries, but the biplane and engine were demolished." Another account stated that he shattered a bone in his remaining good foot.
This accident apparently precipitated the
dissolution of Shriver's partnership with Dietz.
Within a few short weeks of the destruction of
the Shriver-Dietz Biplane, Tod Shriver was
once again teamed up with his old boss. Captain Thomas Baldwin.
Captain Baldwin had formed a flying team
which toured the country. This team performed
exhibition flights in front of large crowds which
were more than willing to pay hefty admission
prices. Not unlike modern ballparks, once inside the exhibition area, spectators were subject to souvenir-hawking barkers and overpriced food and beverages. Although the lion's
share of revenues received would go to the
promoters such as Baldwin, the individual aviators would also share in the profits. So it was
under these circumstances Tod Shriver joined
Baldwin's team which began an ambitious international tour in late 1910.
Baldwin's tour included exhibitions in Ja-
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Tod Shriver, ready for take-off.

pan, the Philippines and Hawaii, parts of the
globe where no aeroplanes had yet been seen.
One account states that the Manchester birdmah was given the honor of being the first man
to fly in the nation of Japan. Throughout this
lengthy tour. Tod is said to have made over
three hundred flights with no accidents.
The Summer of 1911 found Shriver still
flying a Baldwin biplane. His performance in
Altoona, Pennsylvania was described as follows: "Aviator Tod Shriver gave one grand and
thrilling flight in his 'Red Devil' biplane... It
was a real sensation and it is unlikely that the
feat performed by the intrepid and daring 'birdman' will soon be repeated in this vicinity...
His exhibition last evening was a wonder and
Shriver was seen by thousands...
They
greeted him with vociferous cheers and on
his arrival at the park his landing caused an
ovation to the bird man. Shriver's name was
on every tongue and his flight of the evening
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was the talk of the town."
In August of 1911, Shriver performed at the
Clark County Fair in Springfield, Ohio where
he, "made numerous flights over the fairgrounds even flying over portions of the city."
He endeared himself to the crowds there and
was described as "immensely popular." Surprisingly, he squeezed enough time out of his
flying schedule at Springfield to make a quick
trip to Manchester to visit his family and friends.
Unpredictably, it was his last trip.
It was evidently sometime in the Summer of
1911 when Shriver once again broke off his
relationship with Captain Baldwin.
He had
found yet another financier: Peter McLaughlin,
a hotelier at Mineola, Long Island, where Slim
was a member of the "aviation colony" there.
From all indications, McLaughlin was wellheeled and was described as one of the "chief
owners" of the Hempstead Plains airfield at
Mineola. Slim began piloting a Baldwin "Red

McFARLAND
FORD-MERCURYINC.
123 N. Main Street
Peebles, Ohio
513-587-2626

735 E. Main Street
West Union, Ohio
513-544-5515

Toll Free 1-800-345-4909
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Devil" owned by McLaughlin.
On September 21, 1911, while flying at the
Genesee County Fair at Batavia, New York,
Tod slammed his biplane into the ground. Although "nearly killed," he escaped with a broken left leg and "other serious injuries." The
following month, due to his injuries, he, "...had
to be lifted into the aeroplane," while performing at Mineola. It was later written that "Shriver
has probably had more accidents and narrow
escapes than any other aviator."
Regardless of the injuries and "narrow escapes," Shriver continued to fly and made it
known he believed "his machine could not kill
him." Even though on crutches, in late November, accompanied by McLaughlin and George
Schmidt, another aviator. Slim began an exhibition tour of the West Indies. The Dayton
Daily News reported that, "Shriver was very
confident of making a successful tour, and a

short time before he went away he was host to
a large party of friends at a Manhattan theater,
which followed a dinner at which Shriver presented each person present a handsome remembrance."
On December 2, 1911, while flying a new
and "untried" Baldwin Red Devil biplane over
the city of Ponce, Puerto Rico, Slim Shriver
plunged to his death. The official news release stated that after ascending over the city,
the daring aviator,"...went through a number of
evolutions. Apparently he lost control of the
machine in making a turn.
The aeroplane
swooped to the earth and landed with a crash,
Shriver being being half buried in the wreckage." Another account stated that, "He fell
from a height of 200 feet into a canefield and
died within half an hour while on the way to the
hospital. Thousands of spectators witnessed
the accident."
The adventurous birdman of

Tod Shriver:
Manchester's Birdman
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Manchester had made his last flight.
Although he had been living at Mineola for
a number of years and had married a New York
City girl about two years before his death, Tod
Shriver's body was returned to his hometown
for burial. He was interred in his family's lot in
the Odd Fellows Cemetery in Manchester.
Today, a simple footstone with his name only
upon it, denotes this remarkable man's final
resting place. And, sadly, only a few distant
family members still remember the stories
about this unusual individual's adventurous life
and exciting career as one of America's first
"birdmenr
S
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Carver
From Clermont County
by Marcia Baker Pogue

Sam Fahnestock is the carver mentioned in
the above title. He's about as diametrically
opposite as you can get—as different in manner as possible—from the symbolic beast which
he carved from wood with painstaking detail.
In case you're wondering, a ring-tailed
roarer is a term associated with the rip-roarin'
days of riverman/frontiersman Mike Fink (17701822). No doubt, Mike Fink tramped the hills
and glens of the Ohio Southland before heading west. The story of Mike Fink, according to
A Treasury of American Folklore
(Crown,
1944), was told by the late Morgan Neville of
Cincinnati in "The Last of the Boatmen" (1829).
The early-days backwoodsmen were epic
braggarts, sometimes making good their claims
by rough and ready means. Their noise and
antics resulted in the derivation of the term,
"ring-tailed roarer," and "half-horse, half alligator" evolved as an emblem.
Sam Fahnestock may not be a ring-tailedroarer, but he is a man of many talents, particularly in wood sculpture. He tells of some of
his early efforts in carving:
"My wife, Jeanne, wanted decorative valance boards and draperies for each of the twin

beds in one of our rooms. I said I'd make a
drawing to show how it would look; I drew a
design on the board and Jeanne said, 'Oh, you
can carve that on there, can't you?' I had very
few carving tools at the time, but I carved the
design on both valance boards. Then I had to
make tiebacks because we couldn't find anything to match the valances. Then I made and
carved a night table to go between the beds.
That was really my first major carving."
Mr. Fahnestock's home abounds with beautiful bird sculptures such as: a golden plover in
spring plumage; a Wilson's plover; a barn owl;
mallard ducks; a curlew; and many others. The
curlew has a delicately curved bill, which is
almost as long as its body. It is carved of
cedar on a rosewood base. Some of these
beautiful bird carvings are mounted on bookends, letter holders, etc.
Sam explains one unusual carving: "The
Indians made decoy ducks out of reeds; this is
patterned after one of those." He also shows a
carving of a sign—"Lion Inn"—a lion head in
light wood, mounted on dark wood. "Just an
idea I had," he says.
Sam continues; "I used a National Geo-
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Fahnestock's famous "Ring-Tailed Roarer"
(half horse, half alligator)

graphic Book of Birds ,
vintage
and a bird field guide for models
have carved. The descriptions are
ful. Also, I have gone to the zoo

A Long-Billed
Curlew

1916-1918,
of birds I
very helpand similar

places and taken photographs."
Sam has also done metal sculptures. There
are tennis players in various poses—Sam plays
a lot of tennis—and a baseball player.
Sam
says, "My grandson was a pitcher and I made
that for him. I used a plastic material applied
to an aluminum frame."
In addition to his many animal and human
figurines, Mr. Fahnestock has carved salad
spoons and forks of rosewood. In relation to
this he mentions that at one time he learned of
someone who worked for a company which
manufactured marimbas (a type of xylophone).
Parts of these instruments were made of rosewood, from a tree which grows in the tropics.
The individual mentioned was burning the excess rosewood in his fireplace! Mr. Fahnestock
put it to better use than that, but he said he
found out later that rosewood is a very dusty
wood.
One of Mr. Fahnestock's most spectacular
carvings is a golden eagle with a six-foot wingspread. It is mounted above a window in the
library of Cincinnati's Walnut Hills High School,
a nationally recognized college preparatory
high school. Fahnestock is a member of the
first class to graduate from the school in its
present location. The magnificent eagle is the
symbolic mascot of the school and was the gift
of the Class of 1932 to their alma mater on the
occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of their
graduation.
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The Walnut Hills High
School eagle has a six foot
wingspan and is overlaid
with 22K goldleaf.

Sam Fahnestock had an interesting and
rewarding career before retiring to his native
Ohio and chosen home in Miami Township,
Clermont County, and prior to becoming extensively involved in wood sculpture. "My early
career goal was to be an artist," Sam remembers. "I don't want to show you my report
cards, but I have them all—I always had 95s
and 98s in art, and nothing else with those
high grades. So that's the reason I went to the
Cincinnati Art Academy in the first place."
With tongue-in-cheek, Sam continues,
"While at the Art Academy I saw a Picasso
painting for $10,000 and I figured, 'What on
earth can you think about when you're doing a
thing as crazy as that is,' so I got into industrial design.
Sam's first job was with a Cincinnati company which manufactured men's silver belt
buddies. Initials were cut out of the center of
the buckle and engraved. "I was the person
who had a little hammer and I hammer-marked
the buckle except where it was engraved," Sam
tells. "Also, I worked in a foundry—it was really a testy job. I took a shower after work,
and then went home and took a bath. This was
a place where they made bakery ovens for the
army, for use in the field."
In later years, Sam worked for Harold VanDoren in the design of refrigerators and other
applicances for Phiico and Westinghouse. He
also served as Vice President of a division of
Oak Industries, Crystal Lake, Michigan, manufacturers of electrical products.
Sam Fahnestock voices appreciation for the
effect of his religion, Christian Science, in his

•jmMi?

A delicately carved nuthatch perches on a
tree limb.
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In searching the literature available to determine if there is any affinity between Mike
Fink, ("half wild horse and half cock-eyed alligator, the rest of him snags and snapping
turtle"), and Sam Fahnestock, the gentleman
ring-tailed roarer carver of Clermont County, I
was surprised to find the following reference:
"Wild and uncultivated as Mike appeared, he
loved nature, and had a soul that sometimes
felt, while admiring it, an exalted enthusiasm."
Mike Fink might have acted like a ring-tailed
roarer, but Sam Fahnestock is the only man we
know who has actually made one!

A Golden Plover has been captured in
wood by the skilful hands of Sam
Fahnestock.
life experiences. He mentions in particular his
career development and happy family relationships.
Mr. Fahnestock's comments indicate
that the Christian Science way of life is preventive as well as curative, for human ailments
and problems.
He cites, "The only^ time I
needed to go to a doctor in my adult life was
when I got my passport to go to Europe on a
business trip."
Mr. Fahnestock considers Ois major career
placement as a direct result of class instruction and prayer in Christian Science. He explains, "I was out of a job in April; I applied to
various companies, always with the thought
that God was in control. It was not until August, immediately after class instruction in
Christian Science, and help through prayer
from my Christian Science teacher, that my
career took off in leaps and bounds."
Mr. Fahnestock's wife of more than 40
years, and his daughter, passed away within
months of each other, a few years ago. A son
operates a furniture fabrication business in the
Pittsburg area. There are six grandchildren.
Sam Fahnestock's goal of being an artist
has truly come to pass. He is a member of the
National Woodcarvers Association and the Cincinnati Woodcarvers' Guild. His work is on
exhibit in galleries in Pittsburg and New York.
A multi-talented person, he has painted portraits and landscapes and has written lovely
poems.

Sam Fahnestock at his front door with yet
another of his wood carvings, a duck floating serenely above the street address.

Marcia Baker Pogue is a native Oklahoman but
has lived most of her life in Cincinnati. She is
now a free-lance writer and at one time wrote
book reviews for The Cincinnati Enquirer. S
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Not So Sporting.

Fox
1910

Huiiti
Style

When our pioneer forefathers first entered the Ohio Southland,
they found a wilderness that was teeming with wildlife. The earliest
explorers and settlers made valuable use of many of the game animals
for their daily sustenance. As the area became more settled, however,
wild animals were killed in large numbers more for the convenience of
the pioneers than out of necessity as they began clearing the land for
farming and pasturing livestock.
Sometimes, in the same manner in which they cooperated in
groups at barn raisings and husking bees, those early settlers would
join forces in great hunts. These hunts were, in the beginning, designed to rid the neighborhood of pesky and possibly dangerous wild
animals that were considered a threat to crops, livestock, and even
man.
But, even after the larger carnivorous animals such as bears,
cougars, wolves and bobcats were exterminated, collective hunts were
still conducted from time to time over many decades just for recreation.
Presented here is the account of one such "recreational" hunt referred to as a "fox drive." Conducted in the early part of this century in
the northern part of Brown County, it was unique as the participants
carried no weapons and used no dogs to aid them. What few animals
were found were literally run down and captured and/or killed by hand.
Taken from the front page of The News Democrat of March 3, 1910, it is
a reflection on how attitudes toward our wildlife have changed in the
eighty years hence.

I
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Enjoyed At Two Different
Points During Fox
Drives.
GREAT O^OWDS ATTENDED

sfuLa^jxnb
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Fayetteville,
Ohio:-The
great Perry Township fox
drive, which has been postponed from time to time because of heavy snow, came to
pass Saturday, under the most
gratifying circumstances to
the promoters that could be
anticipated.
Two foxes and
one opossum were the net
results of the dogless and
gunless quest of the thousand
persons who formed the great
circle of ten miles and gradually closed in through slush
and snow with their cow bells,
conch-shells, rattles, tin pans
and other noise-making instruments, scaring Reynard before them. Men, women and
children joined in this fox hunt.
Charles Crone and Charles
Berwanger were chiefs, and
they named captains to take
charge of the various sections
of the great circle that was
formed by the noisy hunters.

It was rough, footing it cross
country, but that deterred nobody, the hunt starting about
9:30 on the arrival of a special interurban carload of enthusiasts from Madisonville
and Norwood, led by Gus
Schmidlin and Jack Stirnkorb.
in this party were six young
ladies.
The din was hideous, as
the hunters moved across the
snowy field and through the
woods.
A half dozen foxes
that were stirred up got away
before the circle became compact, but when the whole party
met in a field on Granger's
farm, near Quinn's crossing,
there were two red foxes in
the center. They darted hither
and thither in vain efforts to
find an opening in the human
circle that surrounded them.
Each of the captains of the
hunt appointed a man to go
into the circle and run the ani-

mals down. This was finally
accomplished,
after
much
chasing and falling about in
the snow to the great amusement of the throng.
Howard
Smith, of Marathon, captured
one fox by the tail and killed
it; the other was caught by Bill
Vance, of Fayetteville, who
kept it alive.
This fox managed to bite one of the hunters, as Vance held it by the
tail, and he demanded that it
be killed.
A pitched battle
seemed imminent to decide
the fate of the fox, but the
would-be combatants were
separated and foxes were
auctioned off to the highest
bidder.
Jack Stirnkorb, of Madisonville, bid in the live fox for
$11.25, and Gus Schmidlin, of
Norwood, bought the dead fox
for $5.25.
He will have it
stuffed.
About 300 women
took part in the hunt.

One of the largest organized wild game hunts in Ohio took place in Medina
County on Christmas Eve, 1818. Over 600 men and boys participated in
the wanton slaughter which totalled 300 deer, 21 bears, and 17 wolves
plus small numbers of turkeys, foxes and raccoons. Known as the "Great
Hinckley Hunt," it was generally agreed by all to have been " a decided
success.'
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UDom^n
Are Here
To

^tay
by Elouise E. Postle

News item, 1808, Highland County, Ohio:
There have been other venturesome Eves,
This past Sunday, Bathsheba Lupton was obthose who pioneered their way into Southern
served riding her horse post haste towards the Ohio; trail-blazing women who stepped into voids
outskirts of our settlement. Rumors had reachedwhere they perceived male leadership to be lackthis illustrious founder of our Fairfield Meeting ing. And what an influence they were upon their
House that otherwise responsible citizens weretimes.
spending Sunday in the woods, engaged in gamWhile Bathsheba was sharpening up the morboling games and sporting with the Indians.
als of our men, she found no minister of her faith
Those who have survived her tongue-lashing, and
yet appointed to serve her Leesburg-Fairfield setdare to again lift their heads in decent society, tlements, but she wasted no time on hand-wringreport Mistress Lupton scoured the countryside ing nor regrets.
that day, scolding youths, men and Indians for
With a sister Quaker, Sarah Beals, to assist
violating the Sabbath.
her, Bathsheba organized a local Meeting House
and the two women became the foremost Friends
ministers in Highland County before 1810. Two
It has been said of our civilization: "It's a
middle-aged women at that, proving age is no
man's world." True, up to a point, considering
deterrent to accomplishment, once a woman sets
that the man has been, traditionally, the acknowlher mind to improve us.
edged head of the household—the looked-up-to
After all, what is old age to a busy womanchairman of the board, the sex to head our govwith-a-purpose but that time in life when she beernment, the bread winner.
gins to wear lavender to harmonize with her variBut while he was bringing home the bread,
cose veins.
the little woman was not always meekly at home,
Mature or young, such rural Amazons as Bathtending his household.
sheba and Sarah, for the most part, have been
It may come as a surprise to some husbands,
praised as the gentler, fairer sex. However, some
but women can and have, since Eve, thought for
of the publicity we women have received we could
themselves. The snake in the Garden of Eden
have done without.
has been getting all the blame, but very likely it
In the Hillsborough Gazette of 1884, we find
was Eve who first wondered about that apple.
this: "Miss Melissa Collier gave John Randolph a
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severe beating with a club at Williamstown re cently. She asserts Randolph had maliciously
slandered her. Doctors believe Randolph will
survive his wounds."
So much for the weaker sex.
The February 22nd, 1894
issue of the
Hillsborough (the town's name was shortened the
next month to "Hillsboro") News Herald reported
court news and we find notices of pending divorces listed under the heading: "Quitations."
In an old box of papers at an auction, I discovered an attorney's copy of one of these Quitations. The husband's petition for divorce claimed
cruelties and that his wife had run away and left
him. He did not want his wife back, but it seems
she had absconded with a set of false teeth he
had inherited from his grandmother. He wanted
the teeth back for his own use.
The husband also claimed his wife had willfully idled her time at cards—gin rummy, old maid
and even poker at which she always lost (inferring he wouldn't have minded so much had she
won) — to such an extent that she had little time
to prepare his supper properly and he often came
home from a hard day's labor to find his eggs
black in the skillet.
The husband prayed for a divorce, custody of
the false teeth, the family cat and alimony "sufficient to keep a second wife."
Despite such publicity, all was not blood and
gore on the frontier. There was cooperation within
the family—there had to be for survival.
Our pioneer women were often left alone in
the wilderness while their men had to be away on
trips to the salt lick, away to wheel and deal for
land, trade furs and bring home the venison.
These women, left alone, defended their children and cabins in times of danger. They shot
their share of marauding Indian and bear and
clubbed rattlesnakes in their garden patch. These
women earned their way as full-time partners in
farm chores, cattle-tending and crop harvests. After chores were finished, these were the women
who still found energy to carry soup to the ill and
sew for the needy. Thus, volunteerism came to
the backwoods and with it, endless committee
work.
Centuries ago, the ideal woman was the ultimate homemaker. As late as the 1920s, only the
destitute woman left the home to earn her way. It
was to the disgrace of the man in the family if a
maiden aunt or sister must work outside the home
for her keep. And then, the only genteel and
suitable careers a woman might choose would be
as a paid companion to the elderly, as a seamstress or as a school marm.
But with suffrage, here came the Up-To-Date
Woman—and Hillsboro women were not far behind. Ladies dared to venture from the safe ha-

ven of their homes to clerk, become typists, secretaries, telephone operators.
The 1920s woman bobbed her hair, even
rouged her cheeks and, oh, you kid! She smoked
a cigarette in public.
Such a progressive woman was Hillsboro's
first lady doctor, Elizabeth Edmonston, She must
have given the establishment fits.

Elizabeth Edmonston—Hillsboro's first lady
doctor
Dr. Edmonston was a native New Yorker;
educated and admitted to medical practice in New
York. In 1911, she came to Hillsboro to visit a
close friend, Grace Gardner, whom she had met
while Miss Gardner was studying voice, art and
all those cultural things in New York. Elizatjeth
was so enchanted with Hillsboro and its people
that she stayed. She passed the Ohio exams and
was licensed to practice medicine in Ohio.
Dr. Edmonston was a plain-looking woman.
Her eyebrow-raising manner of dressing lent a
masculine, authoritative look to her large-framed,
monumentally statuesque figure.
She wore a man's long, black frock coat over
her ankle-length skirts. Her white blouses, with
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Stiffly starched cuffs, were ornamented with a
man's gold cuff links. And she smoked cigars.
Dr. Edmonston claimed that she had discovered a method of removing nicotine from tobacco
while experimenting in her New York laboratory,
and that several tobacco companies had sought
to buy her formula. But she took her secret with
her, to her grave when she died in 1931.
Dr. Edmonston declined to write down her
"recipe," as she called her formula, "for fear she
would leave out some important ingredient."
Eccentric as the Doctor may have been, she
was widely regarded as an above average physician "with a real doctor's touch." She paved the
way for Hillsboro's future women to seek careers
in professions heretofore considered exclusively
male domain,
Mrs. Eliza Jane Thompson did not set out
puposely "to better mankind," but she came of a
long line of dedicated community service achievers. Her father, Allen Trimble, as speaker of the
Ohio Senate, in 1822 finished out a deceased

The old Hillsboro Presbyterian Church
(1846-1895) where the Crusaders met for
prayer.

Eliza Jane Trimble Thompson—"a tinypackaged woman with a temperament
of...dynamite"

Governor's term, then was elected Governor of
Ohio for two terms, 1826 to 1830.
It was Eliza's destiny to become the leader of
a local 1874 anti-liquor crusade, which, combined
with similar movements elsewhere, blossomed
under her guidance into the world-wide Women's
Christian Temperance Union.
Legend has it that Eliza's husband. Judge
James Henry Thompson, was long on hot toddies, giving Eliza a personal incentive to wipe out
saloons. Today, you may see a life-size oil portrait of the Judge on display at the Highland
County Historical Society museum. The artist,
James Beard, cunningly added his own commentary by brushing a subtle, but telltale, flush over
the Judge's nose.
Eliza was a wiry, tiny-packaged woman with
a temperament of carefully concealed, controlled
dynamite. Born in Hillsborough in 1816, married
in 1837 and the mother of eight children, she
moved quietly in a sheltered life among gracious,
aristocratic circles until she came face to face
with a darker side of the town's life.
Williams Brothers' 1880 History of Ross and
Highland Counties, Ohio, recounts: "Leading
horse dealers in Hillsborough agreed to establish

Ohio Southland - 21

a sort of monthly horse fair in the 1870s, which
became so popular that it attracted great crowds
of buyers and sellers (some of whom were of an
extremely rough character) from as far away as
Baltimore."
Over fifty drunken men are said to have reeled
about the streets on one of these sale days, involving themselves in hard drink, cuttings and
shooting brawls.
On such days, mothers gathered their daughters into the bosom of their homes, slammed shut
and bolted doors and windows and took to their
smelling salts.
In this atomosphere of citizen outrage, an
organized revolt against liquor began in Highland
County in 1873. The Highland Weekly News ot
January 1, 1874 carried an account of "The Lecture of Dio Lewis," a traveling lecturer and physician, who had stopped in Hillsborough to lecture
on temperance and "Our Girls."
Dr. Lewis tore at the hearts of his audience

with "the suffering of wives and families made
destitute by last nickels spent on that potent
agency of Satan, rum." He asked for volunteers
to visit saloon keepers and pray with them that
they might see the evil of their business.
The auditorium of Music Hall buzzed in harmony with Dr. Lewis' proposal. Petitions were
passed and committees formed to meet the next
day at the Presbyterian Church to organize a crusade against dram-selling.
Mrs. Thompson was unable to attend the lecture, but one of her sons is said to have heard Dr.
Lewis and brought to Eliza news of the proposed
crusade, adding that the ladies of the committee
intended to elect her leader of the movement.
The son's chattering is said to have awakened Judge Thompson from a nap and the Judge
bellowed, "What sort of tomfoolery is this?"
Eliza reportedly replied, "You men have been
in the tomfoolery business long enough. Perhaps
it is God's will that we women do something!"

Mother Thompson and her crusaders marching on
downtown Hillsboro

J.W. Bales's liquor establishment in
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Whereupon the Judge resumed his nap without further argument, proving himself a discreet
man.
Eliza was elected president of the Women's
Temperance Association of Hillsborough, the
battle lines were drawn and their first march
against saloons began on Christmas Eve, 1873,
with seventy-five of the town's leading ladies participating. These daily marches lasted until June
of 1874, according to an account written in 1875
by the movement's secretary, Mrs. Mary B. Fenner.
The day they marched on Robert Ward's saloon, the ladies gathered first at the Presbyterian
Church for prayers, then singing hymns and
girded by their faith, they formed a line, two-bytwo, and set out for the enemy stronghold.
With Mrs. Thompson leading the way, they
stalked into the bar where heretofore no lady
would ever have entered, knelt in the sawdust
and prayed that Mr. Ward would be granted the
grace to quit his selling of the fiery poison.
A flustered Mr. Ward knelt with the women,
and sons and husbands, peering in from the backyard, beheld a strange prayer-meeting.
Panic soon gripped the dram-sellers. All were
visited and prayed over. Some shopkeepers were
for surrendering immediately, and perhaps the
crusade would have triumphed within a few days
but for one ruffled druggist, William Dunn, who
refused to sign a pledge not to sell "prescription"
liquor.
"Mother Thompson" marched her white-ribbon followers to Dunn's place every day, where
they knelt in prayer on his sidewalk and sang of
persons whose sins were scarlet, but who yet
might be saved. This was, generally disruptive to
business and Dunn obtained a court order prohibiting the crusaders from gathering on his sidewalk. The law-abiding ladies obeyed the injunction, but during the night, with the aid of sympathetic citizens, a plank and canvas "tabernacle"
was erected in the street facing Dunn's store.
Up the street the ladies again marched, entered their tent and ruined Mr. Dunn's morning.
"Thus for seven long hours, without intermission, did the noble christian soldiers fight the good
fight before the stubborn and unyielding proprietor of the store," wrote the Highland Weekly News
ot January 29, 1874. "As fast as one detachment
became tired and cold —for it was a bitter, cold
day with a keen wind— they were relieved by a
fresh attachment and went into the residence of
Mrs. John A. Smith, a few steps distant, to warm
and rest and then renew the fight. Mrs. Smith
kindly furnished the ladies an excellent lunch so
that they could continue the seige without interruption."
Back to court went Mr. Dunn; this time for an
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The Crusaders' famous plank and canvas "tabernacle" erected in front of William Dunn's
"drugstore"
order completely banning the ladies from his store
area.
But there were other saloon keepers and
druggists to receive their share of the ladies' attention.
Jake Uhrig saw the ladies heading for his
saloon; he locked his doors, pulled the blinds.

Closed for business or not, the ladies suspected
Jake was behind the door, listening. They knelt
at his doorstep and Mrs. Henry Foraker is said to
have placed her lips to the door and prayed
through the keyhole.
Before night, Jake offered to go out of business if he would be insured against loss. The
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crusaders agreed to purchase his stock and fixtures. The next night the whiskey, gin and wines
were emptied into the street and barrels burned
in the public square. The victorious ladies ringed
the fire and sang battle hymns of trampling out
the vineyards.
It is interesting to speculate on what changes
in direction our history has taken when the hand
that rocked the cradle chose to rule a kingdom.
Without the Bathshebas, the Mother Thompsons, where would our civilization be today?
Probably still in some cave. For it very often
has been the little lady in his life who has brought
man out of his cave, out of the dark ages; civilized him, washed, starched and pressed him —
all the while assuring him: "Of course, you can do
it. Dear!" —then sent him out into the world to
support her in the style to which she would like to
become accustomed.
Bless them all, for women, our mentors, are
here to stay.
Elouise Postle is a graduate of the University
of Arkansas and is a professional
researcher
of history and genealogy.
She was recently
inducted into the Highland County Women's
Hall of Fame and makes her home in Hillsboro.

The victorious Crusaders destroying barrels of whiskey on Hillsboro's public
square, jn
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SpicCers A.nd

TFieir Webs

Create j4.utufTm ?tcigic
by Paul E. Knoop, Jr.

And dew-bright webs festoon the grass
in roadside fields at morning!
It was one of those perfect mornings. The previous
night had been cool, so that the
dew point was reached quickly
and moisture settled on every
natural object. The tall prairie
grasses were festooned with
water droplets of varying sizes,
as were spider webs and Blackeyed Susan flowers and the
leaves of all the trees. The low
hills of eastern Adams County
were shrouded in mist and, in
the east, the orange disc of the
sun was slowly breaking the
horizon. I watched as, almost
imperceptibly, the sun moved
upward until it was in full view.
Glancing back to the field, I noticed the sun's rays were being
captured by the myriad water
droplets on the flowering heads
of Indian grass.
Acting as
prisms, these small droplets
reflected the incoming light and
turned the grass heads a shimmering silver. Each strand of
spider silk was likewise transformed and the entire field was
criss-crossed.
silver

strands of gossamer.
This moment of beauty
was short lived, because within
minutes the water droplets began to evaporate. I felt sad as
this began to happen but realized that numerous autumn
mornings would produce the
same brief moment of beauty.
I felt too, that the spiders
in their webs were somewhat relieved as the warming sun dried
their webs and warmed their
bodies. After all, it is difficult to
capture your food when your
body and web are cold and wet.
I noticed at my feet the
spread-out web of a funnel-web
spider. Like a sheet, this insect
snare covered the grass and at
its backside a narrow silken
tube, like a funnel, descended
into the grass. Resting in the
neck of the funnel was the architect of this sheet web. If the
web had been touched lightly
by an unsuspecting insect, the
spider would have rushed forth
from the neck of the funnel to
sieze its prey.
Perhaps the most remarkable creations in this
meadow are the webs of the
orb-weaving spiders. The largest of these, the yellow and
black garden spider (the Argiope ), spins a perfect two-foot-

"Elizabeth Akers

wide web suspended vertically
between the upright stems of
meadow wildflowers or grasses.
Unlike the shy funnel-web spider, Argiope remains suspended conspicuously at the
center of her web awaiting the
arrival of unsuspecting insects.
The orb web is designed
perfectly for the capture of insects. If examined closely, one
will discover that the radii or
spokes and guy lines of these
webs are made of inelastic,
non-sticking silk, which does
not adhere to objects that touch
it. In contrast, the concentric
circles making up the center of
the web are very elastic and
covered with small, sticky droplets of "glue." An insect touching one of these spirals becomes hopelessly entangled.
The spider does not become
entangled in her own web because she walks only upon the
dry radii and guy lines.
Spider silk itself is a remarkable substance. As a liquid in the spider's body, it is
forced through small tubes at
the rear and solidifies immediately upon contact with the air.
These tubes, called spinerets,
control the flow of silk, its diameter, the number of strands
and whether it is sticky or
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smooth. Silk is used in a variety of ways, including capturing
prey, enclosing eggs, protecting
the spider and ballooning. Ballooning is utilized by baby spiders as they extrude silk into
the sky and float off into the
warm, dry autumn air. Spiders
travel many miles in this way
and disperse to the far corners
of the earth. We call their numerous silken strands gossamer.
Spider reproduction is
somewhat risky for the smaller
male. He must approach the
larger female in her web where
she may consider him just another morsel of food. Once she
is wooed, the male transfers
sperm to her body utilizing two
small appendages that stick out
in front of his body. These appendages, called pedipalps,
resemble small boxing gloves
and are a good means of telling
male from female spider.
Spiders are important
and intriguing creatures that
share the earth with us. Be alert
for them as you explore around
the house and garden this autumn.
Paul E. Knoop, Jr. is the Education Director for the National Audubon Society's Aullwood Audubon Center and
Farm in Dayton, Ohio. He is a
columnist for the Dayton Daily
News and makes his home in
West Milton, Ohio.

The male spider must approach the larger female
in her web where she may consider him just
another morsel of food.

Aullwood Audubon
Center and Farm
Aullwood Audubon Center and Farm offers a unique
opportunity to get in touch with the out of doors.
Aullwood's 200 acres are rich and varied. Bring your
class or youth group and look for wild animals which
abound in our woodlands, meadows, prairie, ponds and
streams. In addition, you may visit the farm and see
organic croplands, farm buildings, pastures, an historic
barn, herb garden and farm animals.
1000 Aullwood Road
Dayton, Ohio 45414

Ph. (513) 890-7360
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Rare Discovery

The

BCaralys

Pl^togriipfi

by Stephen Kelley

The collecting of prehistoric Indian artifacts is a
very popular hobby in the Ohio
Southland.
Everyone who
hunts and collects always
hopes for that day when something very rare is found. It
was on May 7, 1984 when a
startling discovery was made
by Bob Karalus, an amateur
archaeologist and relic collector from East Hampton, Connecticut. Having attended art
school in Ohio several years
ago. Bob became familiar with
the prehistory of the midwest.
Following his school years, he
began annual treks to Ohio to
continue to search out and
surface hunt archaeological
sites. Many of these sites are
in the extreme southern part
of Ohio where some of his former classmates live.
It was during one of
these archaeological forays in
the Spring of 1984 that Karalus recovered the remarkable
specimen pictured here. This
fascinating artifact was found
on the surface of a Ft. Ancient
village site in Monroe Township, Adams County.
The Ft. Ancient people
were the last of five major prehistoric cultures that occupied

the middle Ohio Valley. Archaeological evidence indicates the Ft. Ancients were
the first true "farmers" of this
region, clearing large areas of
ground and planting crops adjacent to their villages. According to data obtained
through Radio Carbon dating
of Ft. Ancient sites, these
peoples inhabited the Ohio
Southland from 1000 A.D.
through 1670 A.D.
Unfortunately broken,
this relic is the upper portion
of an incised tablet of cannel
coal. The figure portrayed on
it is obviously a human with
the head turned so that a profile is seen from the neck
upward. This type of engraving is referred to as a pictograph.
Crudely engraved, the
Karalus Pictograph nevertheless exhibits a number of intriguing features.
These include a "tin man" style of head
covering that has been observed in Late Mississippian
petroglyphs with the familiar
Ft. Ancient "weeping eye"
motif emanating from the left
eye.
The mouth is opened
and has two lines issuing forth

and coursing upward. Similar
features have been seen in
other examples of prehistoric
art. Various theories have developed concerning such phenomenon.
One popular hypothesis states that these
lines represent the departing
of the individual's spirit at the
time of death. Another theory
simply states that the lines indicate speech or, perhaps,
prayer issuing upward to
heaven.
On the chest of the individual is an oval form. The
absence of lines that might
have indicated this to be an
object on a necklace implies
that perhaps this oval shape
might represent the heart or
soul.
If so, this pictograph
could very well be classified
among the so-called "X-ray"
engravings that are found in
petroglyphs and other prehistoric art forms.
Below the oval shaped
figure can be seen two diagonal lines across the midriff.
Since this area is broken, it
can only be theorized that they
possibly represent a sash or
variant of "wampum belt."
According to Robert N.
Converse, editor of the Ohio
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Archaeologist, rare Ohio engravings such as the Karalus
Pictograph are similar in many
respects to motifs found on socalled Southern Death cult
artifacts.
They have been
found at Etowah, Georgia,

tainly ranks among the most
interesting and sensational
prehistoric art objects found in
the middle Ohio River Valley
area.

Moundville, Alabama, and
Spiro, Oklahoma and are generally thought of as "dancing
figures."
Regardless of what the
Karalus Pictograph represents
and why it was created, it cer-

Below: The Karalus Pictograph
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The same view today
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Number 3:
Pisiting

"Bucfe-eyc

by an Allegheny
''Betwixt

Trader

the Forks and the

In the last issue of Ohio Southland, regional folk architectural practices were introduced. It was mentioned that a variety of building material, not just logs, were used in the
construction of even the earliest homes regionally. In fact, we have both written evidence
and extant structures which were constructed
in stone and brick. Occasionally, wood frame
houses were also built. A few rare examples
still exist which predate statehood.
Among
these is "Buckeye Station."
The author has had the occasion to study
or visit, if you will, several very early wood or
braced frame houses. Buckeye Station can be
considered one of the most historically significant in all of Ohio. It was the home of Nathaniel Massie from about 1791 through the remainder of the century. The extant structure,
built in 1797, was actually Massie's second
home at the site. The station sets astride the
southern tip of "Gift Ridge" as it is locally
known. This bluff overlooks the Ohio River
some four miles upstream from Manchester,
Ohio.

Station"

Oubache'

Although the author and the editor had visited the house many times, we felt compelled
to return in order to learn about its construction and what elements of the house were original. Structurally, the house is in very poor
condition and we were interested in preserving
as much detailed information about the
floorplan and architecture before the house
disappears entirely.
To fully appreciate the
home, one must be aware of its first owner.
Although Nathaniel Massie and Buckeye Station have been of local interest for many years,
it should be realized that Massie can be considered one of the most influential settlers of
the Virginia Military District and Ohio.
Nathaniel Massie was born to Nathaniel
Massie, Sr. of Goochland County, Virginia on
December 28, 1763. Little has been written
about Nathaniel's early life but we do know
that he was the oldest of several children. At
the age of seventeen, he served with the Virginia Militia in the American Revolution. At
war's end, 19 year old Nathaniel was dispatched by his father to Kentucky to admini-
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Nathaniel Massie (1763-1813), explorer,
soldier, surveyor, statesman.
ster land which the elder had previously acquired. War service would have entitled Nathaniel to his own land in the west. Prior to this
move, he had learned the science of surveying. From all indications, one must conclude
that he was interested in pursuing this trade in
the Ohio Valley.
Correspondence from the period suggests
that he was not satisfied with simply farming,
since he entered into the fur and salt trade
business with General James Wilkinson.
Nathaniel also assisted in the Louisville, Kentucky land office as a clerk during the 1780s.
In 1790, he was appointed Deputy Surveyor.
At this post, he worked under Colonel Richard
Clough Anderson, the Principal Surveyor, for
the disbursement of Territorial land being administered by Virginia in her veterans' behalf.
More importantly, Massie began his career as
a land locator in the 1780s. However, he focused his attention north of the Ohio River.
Although Indian claims and hostilities hampered growth northwest of the Ohio River, it is
apparent that Massie was more interested in
the fertile soil and unencumbered lands opposite the Kentucky shore. Kentucky lands were
embroiled in conflicting claims.
Early "Corn
Right" claims were seldom surveyed which
contributed to this problem.
Poor surveying
practices also resulted in misunderstandings.
As a result, later surveys overlapped poorly
surveyed squatters' rights.
Demand for land was greater than the supply. It took less than a decade for all good
land on the southern side of the Ohio to be
taken.
Indian hostilities may have slowed
growth but lengthy legation and a desire for
land drove many individuals northward.

As a footnote, it should be mentioned that
many volunteered for military service simply to
locate land. There are many examples of soldiers relocating even to remote areas in the
southern half of the Territory Northwest of the
Ohio River as soon as the Battle of Fallen Timbers had been fought. Many times these settlements were on or near supply routes and
near former forts, which individual soldiers had
spotted from the security of the advancing
army. Obviously, these lands were on early
wagon roads affording good transportation. Advantages for the settler/farmer might also include vast areas of cleared land. Clearing of
the land by the military allowed for immediate
cultivation. Clearings also afforded grassland
for livestock as soon as the veteran returned
to his chosen property.
Massie did not wait for any army escort. It
is said that he first began making visits north
of the Ohio River by 1788. It was north of the
Ohio that Massie found his niche. Land locators, like Massie, were responsible for identifying and surveying new or unclaimed land.
These surveyors worked for other Virginia veterans and land speculators found on both sides

The author near the large dolomite kitchen
chimney. Summer, 1988.
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of the mountains.
Agents in the east also
bought land warrants from former soldiers not
interested in the west.
We also know that
Massie successfully worked for such agents.
Nathaniel was responsible for filing land warrants acquired by veterans and then selecting
and surveying the most suitable untitled lands
to fulfill these claims. Pay for such services
was seldom in cash. Massie and other surveyors were usually paid in land. In fact, such
services might cost the warrant holder as much
as one quarter to one half the total land stipulated in the warrant.
From 1791 through about 1801, or before
his marriage, Massie surveyed some 708 tracts
of land encompassing about three quarters of
a million acres. Massie and his crews, who
included one of his biographers, John
McDonald, surveyed nearly 20 percent of the
entire Virginia Military District which stretched
from the Scioto River on the east to the Little
Miami on the west (see "Ohio Southland in the
18th Century, Number One" for a description of
the Virginia Military District). This is roughly
equivalent to 60 percent of the entire Ohio

Southland area or over half the lands in Adams,
Brown, Clermont and Highland Counties combined. Obviously, such enterprise made Massie
one of the largest, if not the largest, land owner
during the period. Probably no other man in
Ohio's history held title to more land.
Massie also laid out many towns. Manchester, or "Massie's Station" as it was first
called, became one of the earliest permanent
settlements in the Territory.
Manchester is
usually considered the third permanent settlement after the Ohio Company settlements
around Marietta and the early settlements
around modern day Cincinnati. Massie subsequently laid out many settlements along the
Scioto River, including Chillicothe and other
lesser towns along Paint Creek in Ross County,
Ohio. He must have appreciated the fine land
along Paint Creek because later he would move
to another farm near what was then referred to
as the Falls of Paint Creek just outside modern
day Bainbridge, Ohio.
Throughout the late 1790s, Massie remained in Adams County and served as a Territorial Legislator.
Scattered references can
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be found after about 1800 which mention
Massie at the Falls, where he seemed to have
taken up permanent residence before his marriage in 1802. Nathaniel's new residence is
also suggested by his service as the Ross
County delegate to the Territorial government
during the early years of the new century.
Massie and his friends supported statehood. However, this is a whole other story.
Their efforts are documented by Ohio becoming a state in 1803. With tongue in cheek, I
might add, that later in life, Nathaniel unsuccessfully ran for governor (1807). Massie was
44 years old at the time. Such ambition takes
its toll and Massie died on November 3, 1813
at the age of 50.
The remarks of another "visitor" to Buckeye Station and dating before 1900 seem a
fitting introduction to our most recent trip along
Gift Ridge. The description of the house and
its early owners has been abstracted from Nelson W. Evans and Emmons B. Stivers,' A History of Adams County, Ohio:

At this place, Gen. Massie dwelt occasionally for the five years from 1797 til 1802... Gen.
Massie's wife was Susan Meade, of Chaumerie,
Kentucky, formerly of Maycox, Prince George
County, Va. Her sister married Charles Willing
Byrd, Secretary of the Northwest Territory...and
United States District Judge for Ohio from
March 3, 1813, until August 11, 1828. Judge
Byrd bought this property, 600 acres, in 1807,
from his brother-in-law. Gen. Massie, for
$3100, and moved there in June, 1807 ...his
patient wife went to her everlasting reward on
the 31st day of February, 1815, and was buried under a walnut tree some 200 yards from
the house. Her grave is shown to this day...
Judge Byrd....moved with his sons to the village of West Union, which had been laid out in
1804, and sent his daughters to Chaumerie,
Ky., to be reared by their grandfather. Col.
David Meade. He sold the station to John Ellison, son of Andrew Ellison, of Lick Fork, for
$4,000. John Ellison resided there from 1818
to 1829, the time of his death and here most of

Nathaniel Massie erected this braced-frame home on Paint Creek in Ross County in 1800.
It still stands today on U.S. 50 near Bainbridge. The village of Bainbridge is one of 14
towns founded by Massie.
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This aerial view of the Buckeye Station farm helps illustrate the site's rugged terrain and
remote location. Massie originally named this high plateau overlooking the Ohio River,
Hurricane Hill.
his large family was born....
Considering the house,
Evans and Stivers
write: Gen. Nathaniel Massie visited this place
in 1791....built a cabin of buckeye logs here on
the southeastern corner of the plateau and

called it Buckeye Station... So captivated with
his place was he that, notwithstanding the fact
that he laid out Chillicothe in 1796, and then
took up a fine body of land on Paint Creek, in
Ross County, in the summer of 1797, he pro-
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ceeded to erect a frame house on this place,
when the erection of a frame house was a remarkable undertaking. The house is located
about ten rods back of the cliff from the bluffs
on the east overlooking Donalson's Creek...
The timbers and boards for the inside and out,
and for the floors were sawed out by hand with
whip saws, and every nail in it was made by a
blacksmith on an anvil. The house is but one
story, but has two marvelously fine chimneys,
one single, and one double. Those chimneys
were built most substantially. They stand today as perfect as when, one hundred and three
years ago, the mason gave them the last stroke
of his hammer and trowel.
The front of the house is to the south, with
a side front to the east. Two rooms face the
east, looking up the Ohio, and between them is
the great double chimney. To the west is a
wing with a hall and one large room, with the
other chimney at the west end. The hall fronts
the south, and besides the door on each side
are two windows to enable the inmates to inspect a guest before his admission. After entering the hall, there is a door on each side,
entering the east and west rooms. Entering
the east room from the hall, we find a window
to the south and another to the east with very
small panes of glass. The walls of this room
and the other two were lined with wide primitive boards and ceilings only were plastered.
The floors were made of wide old-fashioned
boards, such as are now no longer seen.' The
fire-place, in the east room is a feature. It is
four feet high from the hearth to the arch and
eight feet wide. To the left of the fireplace as
one stands before it, is a closet under the stairway from the north room. To the right is a door
leading into the north room.
Entering that we find a door and window to
the east and a door and window to the west,
the latter opening into a porch in the rear of

A view of Buckeye Station's original front
entrance on the east facade of the structure. Several original beaded clapboards
can be seen on the left. Summer, 1988.
the hall and west room. The fire place in this
room was as capacious at that in the room
south of it. The right of the chimney in the
north room was a stairway leading to two attic
rooms. These rooms were quite small and no
doubt had been used as sleeping rooms for
guests. The porch to the north of the west
room extended along it and the south end of
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A view of the east facade of the old home with the original entrance seen on the far right.
The kitchen "L" is on the left..
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the hall. The west room had a long stone single
chimney and over it an old-fashioned woodenmantle of walnut, carved and figured, which,
when the home was built, was the pride of the
proprietor and the envy of his neighbors. The
spaces between the outer weather boarding
and the inner ceiling of the room has been
filled with mortar.
The floor boards though
very wide, were tongued and grooved and the
weather boards were put on pointed instead of
overlapped.
It is probable there had been
additions to the house but they were gone when
we visited it.
The grounds about the house
were at one time tastefully laid out, and traces
of the vanis^ied beauty were still apparent...
ana so concludes the Evans and Stivers description.
Buckeye Station was visited about thirty
years later by Morten Carlisle, who also felt
compeJIed to draw heavily on the Evans and
Stivers writing.
Actually Carlisle went to
greater length in describing the trip to Buckeye
Station and the condition of the house than in
writing about his architectural observations. It

is obvious that he met little southern hospitality from the depression-era tenants living at
the tip of Gift Ridge. Considering the conditions as described some sixty years ago, one
might be surprised to know that the house still
exists.
For those less familiar with period construction, a braced frame structure, is a building
constructed of a hewed timber.
Massive
squared timber were then joined using morticed and tenoned joints. Diagonal members
near the corners were used to stabilize the
framework. Today, the most commonly seen
use of such methods are in timber barns still
found almost everywhere.
As described at the turn of the century,
Buckeye Station contained four major rooms
downstairs and a two room loft under the roof.
The rooms downstairs were arranged in an Lshape.
To avoid confusion, the north/south
wing will be called the main part of the house.
The western wing, with a southern facing facade, was considered the main entry by many
people. Herein, it will be called the kitchen

This view shows the
southern facade,
traditionally known
as the "front" of the
home. This is actually the kitchen wing
attached to the main
part of the structure.
Note the presence of
the large Black
Locust trees around
the home which
possibly date to either the Massie or
Byrd ownership.

wing.
Changes seen today include the installation of new interior walls across the kitchen
and in the southern room in the main part of
the house. These walls block original fireplaces
in those rooms. Walls in the kitchen were built
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to enclose an interior basement entrance cut
between original floor joist, just in front of the
kitchen hearth. Inspection of the northern basement wall at the northwest corner of the kitchen
identified the original opening through the
stone wall.
A depression just outside also
marked the exterior cellar entry to the north of
the kitchen.
Another obvious change to the original
structure was the removal of the eastern double
fireplace and chimney. Originally, this structure would have defined the two rooms, here.
The similarity in the stone between the original
kitchen fireplace and the new firebox and chimney in the main part of the house would suggest that the stone was salvaged from the original structure. We can only assume that the
original size of this double fireplace was accurately recorded ninety years ago. A more exacting reconstruction of the main fireplace can
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ORIGINAL FLOOR PLAN OF BUCKEYE STATION
only be complete after, either archaeological
excavation and/or removal of the existing stone
structure.
The entire fireplace structure would have
to be shifted slightly northward to provide
enough room for the double chimney and fireboxes.
This would have effectively blocked
the western exterior doorway leading to the
described northern porch. Such a door would
have been uncommon in the 18th Century. A
long exterior porch alongside the kitchen wing
must be considered equally incompatible with
period styles.
Inspection of the associated stairway to
the west of the central fireplace would suggest
that it had also been altered. As currently constructed, this stairway begins in the northern
room in the southwestern corner and turns to
the left, wrapping around the new chimney.

Close inspection indicated that the majority of
the stairway material was original to the house.
The landing and upper treads are in their original position just south of the original chimney
opening through the wooden framework. However, previously used or abandoned mortices
in the structural elements of the stairway suggest that this stairway turned southward and
not northward from the landing. Originally, one
would have found the entrance to the stairs in
the southern room probably near the western
entry. Such modifications seem to reflect functional changes from when Massie used the
house to when later owners/tenants occupied
the structure.
In simple terms. Buckeye Station can be
described as a one story hall and parlor house
with attached kitchen wing. This two room arrangement with additions and a loft sleeping
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area is only slightly more complex than the
one room cabin or log house being built contemporaneously.
Small hall and parlor homes
were probably quite common in the 18th Century.
An architectural survey of Goochland
County, Virginia, Massie's birthplace, have
identified one story, two room structures with
both attached and detached kitchens.
The
north room or parlor at Buckeye Station would
have been a private area. As a single man,
Massie may have used the north room as a
combined office and bedroom.
The southern room in the main wing of the
house would have been a common room possibly used as a dining area and kitchen in colder
months. The kitchen in the western wing and
underground storage was slightly removed from
the main part of the house.
This ideal was
probably borrowed from Virginia, where summer heat and humidity necessitated the summer kitchen and associated fireplace to be
removed to a separate area to protect the main
house from summer cooking fires.
Inspection of the interconnected roof suggests that conceptualization and execution of
the main house and kitchen wing occurred at
the same time. The roof of the kitchen wing is
connected directly into the main frame of the
roof. Inspection of the hall that now connects
the kitchen room with the main part of the house
suggests that these walls may have been
added.
It is quite conceivable that this hall
was originally an open breeze way, or what
was known later as a "dog trot" in southern
architecture.
Many southern plantations and
humble residences had open work areas sheltered by roofs. In the Ohio Valley they can be
seen at Thomas Worthington's home, "Adena,"
and at
Blennerhassett's mansion near Parkersburg. West Virginia.
Interconnected double
pen log houses and barns have been commonly
reported in the region. To determine whether
the south and north walls of the entrance hall
are additions will take some additional detective work.
However, the adaptation of what
might be described as a bachelor apartment to
a home for a large family with children could
most easily be accomplished by adding these
two walls.
Quite possibly, this alteration necessitated the addition of the porch across the
north side of the structure so as to retain a
covered work space.
Numerous minor interior details have also
been changed. Only a couple will be discussed.
Buckeye Station is the only structure known to
the author where there is direct evidence for
exposed ceiling beams. Most structures were
intended to be plastered. However, the ceiling
joist at Buckeye Station have chamfered cor-
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A "rear view" of
Buckeye Station showing the kitchen wing
on the right connecting to the rear of the
main section of the
old home.

ners, a decorative detail unknown except here.
This detail would truly be indicative of the intended ceiling treatment.
Clay chinking in the wall was used throughout the house between the original beaded siding and interior wall treatment. This chinking
is still found in the wall and was held in place
by horizontal split wooden doweling. Such a
treatment would have been an easy solution to
seal the house until a more formal interior wall
treatment could be installed. One can hardly
imagine that such would have remained exposed for any length of time since the home
was soon acquired by a very prominent family.
However, half timber houses with filled walls
and white wash treatment were built for centuries in such a manner.
A visit to Buckeye Station is a glimpse into
the 18th Century. There are many details about
the house and its creator 1 hope to study further.
If the construction of Buckeye Station
says anything, it must be that the first settlers
in the region were not trying to perpetuate a
frontier, but were attempting to create normal
surroundings and familiar conditions in the wil»
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derness. Today, Buckeye Station does seem
primitive.
However, conditions there would
have been just as comfortable as any home
left in the east. Such a perspective most easily explains why Massie took the trouble to create a frame home under such adverse conditions. As soon as the Indian menace passed,
work on his new home on Gift Ridge began.
Massie and his contemporaries foresaw a
day or had a vision, when the regions would be
developed with cities and farms. Each settler
must have been driven by his imagination of
the future. Just as interesting as these first
settlers, who were in the position to see their
visions materialize, were the mid-18th Century
Ohio Valley visitors. These men also had a
vision of development, which must be considered almost prophetic when compared to the
later settlers. A more prophetic vision must
have driven another surveyor, Christopher Gist.
The "Long Knife," as he was called and who we
have mentioned earlier in this series, came to
the region before Massie was even born. Hopefully, we will visit jyith Gist next time in the
"Ohio Southland."
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Lynx Prairie
by Jeffrey D. Knoop

"The land here is the worst I had seen since I
had left the banks of the Ohio; it had been gradu ally worse from about two miles behind Squire
Leedom's, and for the last two miles before we
came to Marshon's it had degenerated into natu ral prairies or savannahs, with very little wood,
and none deserving the name of timber, but v/ell
clothed with brush and low coarse vegetation."
This description of the Adams County landscape
was taken from notes of Dr. F. Gumming in the
year 1807 on a walk along Zane's Trace from the
Ohio River at Aberdeen to Sinking Spring at the
Adams-Highland County line.
In 1959, the Ohio Chapter of The Nature Conservancy acquired its first parcel of land in Adams
County, Ohio, a forty-two acre parcel named Lynx
^

Prairie. The steep, rocky hills that surround the
town of Lynx from which the site's name is derived, are renowned for harboring some of the
rarest plant species in Ohio. Today, the preserve
has grown to over two-hundred acres ensuring
protection for one of the regions unique natural
features.
As a testimonial to the regional significance
of the area. Lynx Prairie was designated as a
National Natural Landmark by the United States
Department of the Interior in 1967. The preserve
is also called the E. Lucy Braun Preserve, in honor
of the eminent ecologist whose early studies of
this region and of the eastern deciduous forest
are now indispensible sources of knowledge.
When we speak of prairie, most people visu-
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Near the entrance to Lynx
Prairie can be found this
marker denoting the prairie
and nearby Buzzardroost
Rock as sites placed on the
National Register of Natural
Landmarks.
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alize large, expansive, treeless grassland areas
stretching from horizon to horizon. However, the
physical setting for the prairies around Lynx is
much different, and the prairies appear as grassland "oases" in an otherwise forested area. In
fact, so different are the prairies at Lynx that
botanists and scientists refer to these grassy,
open areas around Lynx not as prairies, but as
cedar barrens or prairie glades.
A cedar barren or prairie glade, not unlike a
"true prairie," has a ground cover of grasses and
forbs that are sun-loving and intolerant of woodland shading. Cedar barrens differ in that they
have a significant amount of trees and shrubs,
most importantly eastern red cedar. For example,
a typical barren at Lynx may contain a fifty percent cover of red cedar. In between these "islands" of red cedars are located many rare prairie
plants.
Another characteristic of cedar barrens is
shallow soil. For the most part, the barrens
around Lynx have very shallow, well-drained soil.
In fact, in some spots the limestone or dolomite
bedrock is at the surface, creating a very inhospi-

A prairie glade at the Lynx Prairie
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table environment for both trees and shrubs.
These treeless areas provide prime habitat for
prairie plants and the ultimate development of
cedar barrens.
In addition to big and little bluestem grass,
Indiangrass, and sideoats grama grass, the prairie glades near Lynx boast a long roster of regionally rare broad-leaved herbs. Among these
are globally threatened species like the robust
tall larkspur, the dainty Michaux's glade cress,
and the stunning Great Plains ladies'-tresses orchid. The prairies also support a number of plants
considered endangered in Ohio, including the
delicate wedge-leaf whitlow grass, Bicknell's
panic grass, plains muhlenbergia, and the handsome crested coral-root orchid. In addition, a
1985 discovery at Lynx Prairie revealed a large
population of ear-leaved foxglove. This globally
imperiled species, currently known from only five
states, is under federal review for listing as an
endangered or threatened species.
Although the eastern red cedar may be a
dominant woody species in glades, there are also
a whole host of trees and shrubs that can withstand the austere glade environment. These in-

elude the gnarly dwarf hackberry, stunted oaks,
hazel, shrubby St. John's-wort and others. The
glade environment is truly a diverse mosaic of
plant communities and plant species alike. An
inventory of Lynx Prairie has documented over
three hundred plant species including thirty or
more state threatened plants.
There are several hypotheses regarding the
migration of prairie plants into Ohio and the eastern United States. When, where, and how did
this migration and ultimate prairie establishment
occur? The most widely accepted view today is
that the grassland species that populate these
prairies migrated into Ohio some 5,000 years ago
during a warm, dry era called the Xerothermic
Period (xero = dry, thermic = warm air). These
migrations, occurring over thousands of years,
brought plants from the central and southwestern
U.S. into Ohio. As the forest shrunk, the prairie
plants and animals migrated into Ohio and became an important part of the southwestern Ohio
landscape. A recent return over the past several
thousand years to the wetter climate of today has
allowed the forest to reinvade at the expense of
the prairie. Today, in Ohio, we only find prairie
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Dr. E. Lucy Braun took this photograph of the Lynx Prairie circa 1923.
red cedar trees.
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communities where the soil is thin and bedrock
near the surface (such as central Adams County),
on steep hillsides, along river valleys and along
railroad right-of-ways.
Stewardship, management, and research play
an integral role in preserving the cedar barrens at
Lynx and restoring them to their presettlement
condition. As trees and shrubs continue invading
the barrens, the Conservancy works to halt the
succession of prairie to forest. Selective hand
cutting of woody vegetation has been the traditional and ongoing method of maintaining the
openess of the Lynx Prairie cedar glades. Research has shown that fire has also played a role
in maintaining these glades. As a result, the
Conservancy has experimented with prescribed
burning on several glades to stop the invading
trees and rejuvenate the prairies plants (similar
to what some farmers do to maintain the vigor of
their pasture land). These management methods
and their results are being studied, with an eye to
applying the most successful techniques to the
management of other Adams County glades.
The Lynx Prairie Preserve is jointly owned
and managed by The Nature Conservancy and
the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History. The
area is extensively used for outdoor education
and recreation by school classes, researchers,
and the general public. Public access is by way
of a footpath located near the southeast side of
the East Liberty Church and Cemetery property.
For more information contact: Peter Whan, Preserve Manager, Edge of Appalachia Preserve
Manager, 17 Abner Hollow Road, Lynx, Ohio
45650, (513) 544-2880.

vancy costs $15.00. Members receive the state
chapter newsletter and national magazine which
keep them informed about the Conservancy's
preservation activities and special field trips. For
more information contact: The Nature Conservancy, 1504 West First Avenue, Columbus, Ohio
43212, (614) 486-4194.
Jeffrey Knoop is the director of the Ohio Registry and Protection Program of The Nature Conservancy and resides in Columbus, a

REPRINT
of the

History Of The
West Union IVI.E. Church
Originally Published 1886
Written by Rev. Willis Palmer
INCLUDING
Brief History of the Scioto Brush Creek and West Union
circuits.
Biographical sketches of early circuit riders
Listing of pastors and presiding elders of the Scioto and West
Union Circuits 1798 -1886
Brief History of Moore's Chapel
Directory and membership list for West Union, Liberty
Chapel and Union Chapel in 1886.
Photo of West Union M.E. Church torn down in 1915.

About the Conservancy
The Nature Conservancy is a private, nonprofit membership organization committed to the
preservation of outstanding natural lands that
harbor rare and threatened plants and animals.
Lands protected by The Nature Conservancy perform many important functions in the settled landscape in which we live. They are living links to
th6 past and will provide important historical, cultural, educational, and scientific research opportunities for future generations.
To date, The Nature Conservancy and its
members have been responsible for the protection of over three million acres in the United
States, Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean. While some areas are transferred for management to other conservation groups, both public and private, such as the Cincinnati Museum of
Natural History, the Conservancy owns and manages some 1,000 preserves - the largest system
of privately owned nature preserves in the world.
Individual membership in The Nature Conser-

Reproduced in its entirety
Complete with advertising
of local merchants of the 1880's
6x9 inches - Paperback -100 pages - $4.50 postpaid
I

1
ORDER FORM
Please sent me . . . copies ^f the history of the West Union
M.E. Church, 1886. I enclose $4.50 for each copy ordered.
NAME
ADDRESS

Kelley Publications
P.O. Box 1
Seaman, Ohio 45679

L

i

Ohio Southland - 47

j^-

Bridges

to Our Past

SX^^UXi

Here is a familiar landmark that has been around since 1878. The New
Hope-Bethel Covered Bridge is located between Mt. Orab and Georgetown
just west of U.S. 68. It spans 170 feet across White Oak Creek in Scott
Township. This wooden truss structure is of Howe architecture with arches.
Bypassed a few years ago with a modern reinforced concrete bridge, the
New Hope-Bethel Covered Bridge is no longer in use but is maintained by
the Brown County Commissioners as an historic landmark.
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Mystery

Mansion

At Fort Hi
by Jean Wallis

The lovely old frame home stood for more
than a century overlooking a spacious lawn set
against a background of majestic wooded foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. Like a sentinel, it stood watching over the circular earthwork left by a prehistoric race that once inhabited the area.
The house was constructed of native yellow popular by William W.A. Reynolds, a native of Rhode Island who emigrated to
Brushcreek Township where he plied his trade
as carpenter.
The foundation was of native
sandstone. The home had eight rooms, four
on each floor. Each room had its own fireplace
and there were four double chimneys.
The
original floors were made from yellow popular
that grew in abundance in the area and still
does. The roof was covered with slate shingles.
Over the front entrance was a transom with
side lights on each side of the door. A hall ran
the length of the house. Pine trees planted at
the time the house Was built were located
throughout the yard area. A tall fence surrounded this yard where deer could be seen
grazing.
Billy Reynolds was born in 1816 in Rhode
Island, emigrating to Sinking Spring in
Brushcreek Township circa 1840. In 1841 he
married Sarah Amen. The land where Billy
located his home was part of a 1,000 acre tract
of land in the Bayles Survey owned by Sarah's
father, Daniel Amen.
Billy and Sarah were the parents of three
sons, born while they were living in Sinking
Spring. The Reynolds family moved into their
new home where Samuel, later a doctor in Clay
Center, Kansas, and Daniel grew to manhood.

Charles, the third son, died in infancy. Sarah
did not live long to enjoy her new home. In
1865 she passed away and was laid to rest in
the old burying ground in Sinking Spring. In
1867, Billy married Mary Jane (Williams) Amen,
widow of Daniel Amen, a son of John Amen.
Billy and Mary Jane lived the remainder of their
lives in this lovely and peaceful setting.
Edward (Ted) Easton, a native of
Brushcreek Township, was born and reared at
his grandfather's homestead near the tiny settlement of Lincolnville.
When Ted reached
manhood he joined the Signal Corps of the
United States Army. Having a natural talent
for writing, he became a war correspondent
during the Boer War in South Africa.
Following the war, he returned to
Brushcreek Township and purchased the Reynolds homestead. Ted and his wife set about
remodeling their new home. Quarter sawn oak
flooring was placed over the yellow popular
floors.
New facades, including mantles and
beveled mirrors all in one section, replaced the
original fireplaces. The room to the right of
the hall was covered with a large mural. The
ceiling was decorated with ornamental molding
made of plaster.
Four large columns, each
built in two sections, a second story recessed
porch, and dormer windows were added to the
exterior of the home. A door opened onto the
second story porch where one could stand and
view the countryside. A room added on the
back of the home was used as servant quarters.
It was during the residency of the Easton
family that the legends concerning the house
began. When Easton returned from the Boer
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The Easton mansion as it appeared in the 1940s.
War, he brought with him an old black gentleman who became a familiar figure riding about
the countryside on his horse he called Easter.
The man mysteriously disappeared. Years
later, what was believed to be his body was
found in the cellar wall of the house. It was
said that the old black gentleman knew too
much about what became of a million dollars
entrusted to Easton by the Boer government
for land investment and that was the reason
for his disappearance.
Sometime later. Dynes Davidson committed suicide in the home by hanging himself
from the stairway railing. Thereafter, the front
door that seemingly opened of its own accord
led everyone to believe the house was haunted.

As time went on, Mrs. Easton, not being
fond of country life, persuaded her husband to
leave Brushcreek Township and they moved to
Washington, D.C. where Ted became a member of the editorial staff of the Washington Post.
One of his series of articles on rural life entitled, "Ohio Village," was considered a literary
gem.
By 1916, H.H. Mechlin, a sawmiller of Winchester, Ohio, had purchased the Easton property for the timber. During the 1930s, the Ohio
Historical and Archaeological Society purchased the land where the house was located
along with part of what is known today as the
Fort Hill State Memorial. The Society was in
the process of restoring the house and had
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An aerial view of the Circle Mound at the base of Fort Hi
gone as far as raising it from its original foundation to pour new footers. Also they had
moved in cut stone for the new foundation.
However, a decision was then made, as there
were two houses in the Fort Hill complex,to
raze the beautiful old frame home.
The stairway and the siding from the house
were used inside the property's barn. The siding as a partition, with the stairway now leading to the second floor of the barn. This barn
was used by Dr. Raymond Baby and his team
of archaeologists in the 1960s when they excavated the Circle Mound and the adjacent
Hopewell village that covered both sides of the
road leading back to the old Reynolds/Easton/
Mechlin Mansion.
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Jean Wallis authors "Highland Guideposts!' a
weekly newspaper column in the Press-Gazette and The Greenfield Times. She and her
husband, Lester, reside in Hillsboro. ^

U.S. HIGHWAY 52
307 NORTH SECOND STREET
RIPLEY, OHIO 45167

PHONE
513-392-9243
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Among the most beloved historical relics In Brown County is the Ripley Cannon. Now
restored and mounted in front of the village library, this piece of ordnance was purchased
by the citizens of Ripley shortly after the outbreak of the War Between the States. The
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barrel has a three inch rifled bore and, when first acquired, the cannon came equipped
with a caisson, that is, an armored chest mounted on two wheels used for carrying the big
gun's ammunition. The cannon and caisson cost $1,000.
The citizens of Ripley were concerned about protecting their village from Rebel raiders, specifically those under the command of such men as Basil Duke and John H. Morgan
from neighboring Kentucky. Ripley's reputation for harboring fugitive slaves and aiding
their escape northward to Canada and freedom was widespread throughout the border
states. Therefore, Generals Morgan and Duke had sworn to burn this, "...damned abolitionist hellhole to the ground..." with no mercy extended to the citizenry causing great
alarm within the village.
Since most fighting-age men were in the regular army, a home guard was recruited
among the aged and, sometimes, very young. One account states that, "An active home
guard was regularly organized...and did much valuable duty on the border; in addition,
there was formed a company of old gray-headed sires known as the 'Silver Grays; ...these
old soldiers drilled, stood pickett and served in raids when called out, which was frequently the case, not flinching, but eager for the fray. Many amusing incidents might be
related, showing how ignorant bankers, clerks, lawyers and many...others were in modus
operandi ot loading and firing their arms."
On a plaque next to the Ripley Cannon is related much of the weapon's history. It
narrates one incident which prompts many smiles. It states, in part, "In September, 1862,
after the Battle of Augusta. Kentucky, the Rebels, under the command of General Basil
Duke, were encamped with many prisoners at Brooksville, Kentucky. The (Ripley) home
guard, men too old or too young for the front, crossed the river, marched all night in the
rain, and, about daybreak, made a surprise attack. At the roar of the cannon, the Rebels
wheeled and fled." Thus, with a single shot fired from the Ripley Cannon, the Confederates "cleared the field" and the the home guard, those considered unfit for "real" battle,
exaltantly returned home where they told and retold the story of their glorious victory over
the brash Southern General Basil Duke. ^

''fw^wwf^vwvw'rw'r

t^ieiiTSi-B^iBaysii^ieiiiiii^iesiti^iKiiHliiisMiskiHiisisviitny

I
I
t
t
I
I
I

JOHNNIE L. ARMSTRONG, GRI
5067 S.R. 125 East
GEORGETOWN, OHIO 45121

Georgetown, (513) 378-4430
SEAMAN, (513)386-2783

t
t
t
t

I
Specializing in Farms
Homes, Recreational
Land and Weekend Retreats
Call "The land Man"
Richey W. Liming
513-379-1300
Hamersville, Ohio 45130

t
t

BRISTOW PHARMACY
—Established

\

1912—

• Personal Service
Most

prescription

insurance

plans

honored
- Competitive prices
- Computerized

prescription

record

keeping
- O l d fashion soda f o u n t a i n service
Plus much more

Corner of Second and Main Streets in
Historic Downtown Ripley, Ohio
PHONE 392-1122
PHARMACY DEPT. 392-4020
STORE HOURS
MONDAY - SATURDAY
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A
frontier Cfiristm-as
by
Loraine Tarmey

There may be no more fascinating place to welcome the
Christmas Season than in the
historic frontier town of Old
Washington, Kentucky.
This
charming town has more than
earned its place on the National
Register of Historic Places. It's
a town whose main street was
once a buffalo trail; a town that

has been so carefully preserved
you will feel as though you have
been caught in a time warp
when you stroll along the 18th
Century flagstone sidewalks.
And when Washington holds its
Frontier Christmas festival, it
presents to visitors an authentic image of how Christmas was
celebrated in a frontier town

many years ago.
Washington had its beginnings in December of 1784
when William Wood, Benjamin
Fry, James Turner and their
families arrived at Limestone,
but decided not to continue their
journey down the Ohio to Louisville because the river was starting to freeze. They inspected

"Costumed strolling
carolers...will please the
most discerning ear..."
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Arthur Fox, Sr., one
of the founders of the
village, erected this
log home on the north
edge of town in 1785.
It is the oldest survivmg house in Mason
County, Kentucky.

I
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further inland to Washington.
The town continued to grow
and by 1790 had 119 cabins and
a population of 462. It was no
longer a way-station but a principal place of trade for a wide
area. In 1787, Washington became the seat of justice for
Mason County. It was also the
distribution point for mail for the
entire Northwest Territory.

ton began its existence. Travelers and teamsters stopped at
Washington to rest after the
long and arduous struggle up
the steep, winding hill from
Limestone
(later
named
Maysville). Most usually they
spent the night. Other settlers,
hunters and traders, seeking
protection from the Indians who
hunted along the Ohio, moved

The historic Marshall Key
home was built circa 1800.
Harriet Beecher Stowe
visited here in 1833.
Colonel Key took Miss
Beecher to the court
house square to witness
a slave auction. She
found the scene extremely distressing and there
received the inspiration
to write, "Uncle Tom's
Cabin."
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Many of the area's residents
hoped it would become the
nation's capital.
Franklin Academy was established in 1795. Other
schools followed and parents
from central Kentucky and other
states sent their children here
for the cultural opportunities it
afforded them. In 1798, the legislature voted the sum of $1,000
for "adequate water protection"
for the rapidly growing town and
twenty-two wells were dug.
Today, covered wells on the
flagstone sidewalks are evidence of the "first public water
works west of the Alleghenies."
By the mid-1820s, five different
newspapers were published
here. The Indians no longer
threatened the settlers. However, the prosperous town now
faced a new threat.
The arrival of steam power
brought on an increase of river
traffic and trade.
Nearby

The Paxton Inn,
a museum owned
by the Limestone
Chapter of the
DAR, provides a
variety of refreshments as
well as historical
displays for
Christmas revelers.
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Mefford's Station, moved
to Washington from a
g^j^gMj nearby site, is among the
..^«
oldest log structures in
t«*'--«««fe-«w*-, the village.

Maysville became a busy river
port and Washington was losing its status as a commercial
trade center. The county seat
was moved to Maysville in 1848,
and thus began the town's decline.
In the course of the next
hundred years, time stood still
for the once flourishing town
and it remained unchanged until a group of civic-minded residents and historians considered
the richness of its history. The
Old Washington Foundation
was formed and set about restoring the buildings. A walk
through the six-block long and
two-block wide village will show

you why the entire downtown
district was placed on the National Register.
Historic log
cabins and houses, most of
which were built between 1785
and 1812, line both sides of
Main Street. Also, there are
twenty specialty shops offering
antiques, estate jewelry, primitiveSj Kentucky-made gifts, pottery, prints by Kentucky artists,
Amish cheese. Mason County
puddings, fresh home-baked
pastries, and much more.
Tourism is an unlikely business for a town whose population is about the same as it was
200 years ago, but that's what
Washington is all about. The

Historic Washington Shopkeepers Association and the Limestone Chapter of the D.A.R.
have scheduled festivals and
special events throughout the
year. The biggest annual event
is Frontier Christmas when
Washington
welcomes
its
guests and celebrates Christmas as it was celebrated a very
long time ago. It is always held
the first weekend in December.
Whenever you visit Washington, whether historian, shopper, or browser, you kre in for a
special treat; and if you go during the Frontier Christmas celebration you will enjoy a true historical experience. You will be
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blackberry jam cupcakes, which
are very popular.
"We sold blackberry jam
cupcakes enough years now
that people come looking for
them," one shopkeeper said.
"We also serve a spiced tea
here in the shop."
Costumed strolling carolers
add to the spirit of Christmas.
This talented group of singers
will please the most discerning
ear as they stroll about town
spreading good cheer. And,
don't be surprised if you see a
horse-drawn conestoga wagon
lumbering down the road. After
all, this is a pioneer village.
Hungry? Country dinners
are served at the Presbyterian
Church and at Haven's Chapel.
Or, you might want to try
Brodrick's Tavern. It dates back
to 1788 and was a stopping
place for stagecoaches. It may
be the oldest operating restaurant in Kentucky.

greeted by a 200-year-old village whose residents have
never been out of touch with the
past. The houses, museums,
and shops are decorated in the
same manner as those early
settlers might have done. They
used what they had—fresh
greenery, cranberries, pine
cones, popcorn, and of course,
candles. Everything is natural,
nothing artificial.
All the museums are open
to the public free of charge. A
lot of craftsmen come to the different museums to demonstrate
their crafts.
You will see
candle-dipping, broom and basket making, weaving and spinning, and quilting.
Refreshments are served at some of the
places. There are all kinds of
homemade goodies that visitors
can buy all up and down the
street—cakes, pies, cookies,
fudges. There are blackberry
jams, blackberry breads, and
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Begin your tour at "The Cane
Break" Visitors Center. This log
cabin was built around 1790 and
is thought to be one of the original 119 log cabins. A video
presentation depicts the settlement and growth of Washington. Costumed hostesses will
take you on a tour along the old
flagstone sidewalks and tell you
of the town's interesting heritage. Also, self-guiding tours
with a map detailing the points
of interest in the historic district
are available at the center.
Included on the tour are the
Simon Kenton Store Museum,
circa 1790, built on the original
site; Mefford's Station, circa
1787; the George Wood House,
circa 1795; the Albert Sidney
Johnston birthplace, circa 1797;
the Paxton Inn, circa 1810; and
the Old Church Museum, 1848.
Other points of interest include the Log Church on U.S.
68. It has a huge keystone rock
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fireplace on a side wall that
heats the sanctuary. In town
are reconstructed log buildings
that serve the village as post
office and branch bank. The
town's original post office building no longer stands but served
as the first post office in Kentucky and was the distribution
point for mail for all of the Commonwealth and the Northwest
Territory.
The Christmas celebration
concludes with a candlelight
Vespers Service at the Old
Church Museum at 4 P.M. on
Sunday. This beautiful service
is always well-attended, so
come early.
Old Washington, Kentucky
is neither a museum town nor
an artificial restoration, but a
vital, living community and extends a hearty welcome to its
visitors. The latch string is always out.
To get there—a five minute
T T T y ir T

drive south on U.S. 68, after you
cross the bridge at Aberdeen,
Ohio will take you to Washington.
Or....follow the buffalo
trace from the landing at Limestone....
For further information, write:
Old Washiro'jtoo, Inc.
P.O. Box #227
Washington, Kentucky
41096
Loraine
Tarmey is an employee of The Sycamore Mes senger/News in
Montgomery,
Ohio. A grandmother of two,
her talents include
painting
and sketching.
Gaily decorated doorways
greet holiday guests
during Frontier Christmas
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